“you should talk more about what you like about The 
Murderbot Diaries instead of just complaining about 
the bigotry and bad writing!" 


It's funny, it's entertaining. That's about it. 


They first 5 books, chronologically, are extremely 
episodic and insular. There's no real overarching plot 
or anything to seriously connect each story besides 
the existance of the character, and the episodic parts 
are so Shallow there's really nothing to talk about 
besides just summarizing the plot. 


That's why I liked this series. It's light reading. Takes 
no brainpower. 


Until of course we get to the two absolute failures of 
novels, but that's another problem. 


There's no worldbuilding for me to talk about, the 
characters aren't actually deep enough to explore 
without making everything up. 


The Murderbot Diaries is funny. It's easy reading. It's 
entertaining. 


What else do you want me to say? Should I summarize 
the plots? Should I waste my time doing 
worldbuilding that Martha Wells refuses to do herself 
when I'm not getting paid for it? 


Sure, speculation can be fun, but not if I have to do 
literally all the work, which is what The Murderbot 
Diaires is demanding of me. And if I have to put in so 
much effort as to build the entire setting from the 
ground up from scratch because it just straight up 
doesn't exist in th text, I'd rather be putting that 
effort towards my own original characters and 
settings. 


Martha Wells didn't even bother to tell us that 
Murderbot's fingers are metal until seven whole 
books in. And we don't even know anything about the 
rest of its body, besides that its feet don't look like 
human feet in some way we're never going to get 
specifics on. 


There's not really any way to talk about what's good 
about The Murderbot Diaries besides saying "it's 
funny, it's entertaining, so far it respects touch averse 
people and aroace people". 


Because anything more than that would literally just 
require me to spell out the plots for each extremely 
simple book. And it's not even like the plots 
themselves are particularly good or interesting. 


Like, these are novelas that don't even put in as much 
world building as any random short story from 1930. 
What am I supposed to say about them besides the 
basics of "I liked reading them over four times now 
and I'll reread them again in the future?" 


I know no one wants to admit it, but this series, 
excluding the two trainwrecks of full-length novels, is 
extremely light reading. 


They're quite literally not that deep in terms of 
worldbuilding and characterization. Murderbot could 
be replaced with any other Martha Wells protagonist 
without any changes to the plot. 


It's such light reading I could probably convince my 
mom to read the first book if I really wanted to. And 
that's saying something. 


If you want to expend your creative energy doing all 
the work that's literally Martha Wells job, you can. 
But if I'm going to be expected to create an entire 
setting from the ground up and take characters from 
1D blatantly Mary Sue concepts to round 
character...I'll just create OCs and get paid for my 
hard work. 


I'm willing to spend a lot of energy on fandom 
creations if there's actually real world building and 
real characterization for me to work with. Not if I 
have to do literally all of the work myself because the 
author's too lazy to do it themselves. 


There's not a lot of things to praise about The 
Murderbot Diaries without just straight out listing out 
the plots of each story, which is nothing but spoilers 
anyways, because the good things are subjective, and 
very Shallowly written, but there sure as well are a lot 
of things to criticize that don't require specific 
spoilers. 


whatcha want me to do, summarize the plot like a 
chatGPT? 
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